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Directions for Playing

Rules for plucking:
One note Thumb
Twonotes  Thumb and middle finger
Three notes  Thumb, index and middle fingers
Four notes ~ Thumb, index, middle and ring fingers
Exceptions are indicated thus:

t Thumb

. Index finger

-« Middle finger

+» Ring finger
In the case of slurs, the first note is plucked with the right hand as
usual and the others with the left hand. A fingering mark below a
chord means that the finger indicated is to stroke all the strings in
succession. A line over the fingering indicates use of the fingernail.
The fingers pluck vehemently, the thumb calmly in the end. Keep
the fingers straight and stroke across several strings with the side
of the fingerend.
The sign ; above or below the note indicates vibrato.
Hold the little finger on the sound-board near the bridge.
When this book was written, the guitar had five sets of strings, but
Visée explicitly prescribes an octave string in the fourth set, to give

the following tuning: 0® ea ®

x 3
; — — 1 T I

g

The notes of the sth set of strings sounded an octave higher than
written in the transcription. This explains some apparent inconsisten-
cies of the part-writing, especially in the bass. Especially for dance
music, the Spanish guitarrist Sanz therefore prescribed the use of a
low A instead of the second high A in the 5th set of strings as early
as 1674.

In transcribing the tablature, we have written down only the notes
actually indicated by Visée. When stroking several strings with one
finger, the one between those shown are obviously meant to be played

as well, but not any other outside strings.
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